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Inside this issue: 

T he court’s Bankruptcy 
Education Committee 

(BEC) has scheduled two 
“Bankruptcy Education” 
presentations for winter and 
spring 2008 at the Fresh 
Start Women’s Foundation, 
1130 E. McDowell Road, 
Phoenix.  The initial semi-
nar will be held  Wednesday, 
February 27; and the second 
is slated for Tuesday, April 
22.  Both will run from 6:00
-8:00 p.m. 

The presentations grew 
from the court’s commit-

ment to one of it prime stra-
tegic planning goals, Public 
Education and Outreach.   
The Bankruptcy Education 
Committee was formed in 
January 2006 with the spe-
cific objective of creating an 
educational outreach pro-
gram to provide an over-

view  and promote a 
greater understanding of 
bankruptcy law, particu-
larly the Bankruptcy 
Abuse Prevention and 
Consumer Protection Act 
of 2005.  BEC members 
include the clerk, court 
managers and administra-
tive staff members, bank-
ruptcy attorneys, and the 
United States Trustee for 
the District of Arizona.

(Continued on page 7) 

USBC Bankruptcy Education Committee To Present 
Educational Programs At Fresh Start Women’s 
Foundation:  February 27, April 22 

Please note the following: 
 

Unless directed otherwise, please request telephonic appearances 48 hours in ad-
vance of the scheduled hearing.  Important:  Please refer to the “Procedures” 
section  of the “Judges’ Information” menu on the court’s website at 
www.azb.uscourts.gov for specific instructions from each individual judge’s 
chambers. 

 
Hearings:  Telephonic Appearance Requests 
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Attention, Attorneys:  New PACER Policy:   
“Pay Per View” Applies to Inactive NEF Recipients 
Previously any recipient of 
a Notice of Electronic Fil-
ing (NEF) was allowed one 
view of the referenced 
documents without incur-
ring PACER charges.  Now 
only participants in the case 
(parties and attorneys) are 
provided a view at no 
charge while others accrue 
PACER charges.  The 
NEFs received from cases 
listed in the “Send Notices 
for these Additional Cases” 

section of the Email Informa-
tion Screen will accrue 
PACER charges.   
 
It is the attorney's responsi-
bility to remove cases in 
which he/she is not activity 
involved.  Otherwise, he/she 
will continue to receive no-
tices and will accrue charges 
for accessing such.  Here is 
how: 
 
 Log into CM/ECF using 

an ECF filer login. 
 Select the Utilities 

menu item. 
 Select “Maintain Your 

Account.” 
 Select “Email Informa-

tion.” 
 Remove the check 

mark for “Send notices 
for these additional 
cases.” 
 Click on “Return to 

Account Screen.” 
 Click on “Submit.” 

Tucson Self-Help Center Sets February  
Office Hours With Volunteer Attorney 

 
 

Tucson attorney Walter F. "Skip" Wood has stepped forward to assist the court in further-
ance of its strategic planning initiative to facilitate  initial legal consultations with an attorney 
for prospective debtors filing bankruptcy but prior to the filing of a bankruptcy petition.  
Interested individuals will need to schedule an appointment through the Tucson Clerk's Of-
fice and complete a detailed financial information questionnaire prior to their appointment 
with Mr. Wood.  Attorneys interested in volunteering in the Tucson Self-Help Center should 
call Nancy Dickerson at (520) 202-7530.  

Walsh Courthouse Construction Update 
Extensive Remodeling of 3rd Floor Historic 
Courtroom Nears Completion 

 
The extensive remodeling of Walsh’  historic Third 
Floor Courtroom nears completion.  The remodeled 
courtroom's public debut, after an 8 year hiatus oc-
curred on Tuesday, February 5, when Honorable  
James M.  Marlar officially called the courtroom to or-
der at  9:00 a.m to preside over various bankruptcy 
hearings.  Work continues on two additional court-
rooms and on site work including new sidewalks, load-
ing dock and landscaping.  

By Nancy Dickerson, Tucson Divisional Manager 

By Nancy Dickerson, Tucson Divisional Manager 



New Case Numbering System  
Inaugurated 01/01/08 
 

A s of January 1, 2008 the Arizona bankruptcy court began using 
a new district-wide case numbering system.  Previously, each of 

the court’s three divisional offices–Phoenix, Tucson, and Yuma–had 
its own set of case numbers, resulting in three cases bearing the same 
case number.  Now all three offices share one set of bankruptcy case numbers, one set of 
adversary case numbers, and one set of miscellaneous case numbers.  Thus, with the shared 
digits, only one case is assigned to each number.  In 2008, the first bankruptcy case filed, 
regardless of office, was assigned the case number 08-bk-00001, and the first adversary pro-
ceeding filed was given adversary case number 08-ap-00001.  The office code still precedes 
the case number to identify the office where the case has been filed:  2 for Phoenix, 4 for 
Tucson, and 0 for Yuma. 
 
The first 10 bankruptcy and adversary cases filed in 2008 illustrate the new system at work: 
 
2-08-bk-00001(Phoenix)  2-08-ap-00001 (Phoenix) 
2-08-bk-00002 (Phoenix)  2-08-ap-00002 (Phoenix) 
0-08-bk-00003 (Yuma)   2-08-ap-00003 (Phoenix) 
2-08-bk-00004 (Phoenix)  0-08-ap-00004 (Yuma) 
0-08-bk-00005 (Phoenix)  0-08-ap-00005 (Yuma) 
4-08-bk-00006 (Tucson)  0-08-ap-00006 (Yuma) 
2-08-bk-00007 (Phoenix)  0-08-ap-00007 (Yuma) 
2-08-bk-00008 (Phoenix)  2-08-ap-00008 (Phoenix) 
2-08-bk-00009 (Phoenix)  4-08-ap-00009 (Tucson) 
2-08-bk-00010 (Phoenix)  2-08-ap-00010 (Phoenix) 
 
The new case numbering for 2008 does not, at this time, affect the terminal digits currently 
assigned to Bankruptcy Generalists in each office. 
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Reminder:   
Recordatorio: 
 
Our court web site is easily accessible in its Spanish translation.  To view news and information 
in Spanish, simply click on the “Español” link in the menu at the top of the home page.  Please 
note that all required forms within our website are in English and all forms used must be com-
pleted in English.  
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UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT 
DISTRICT OF ARIZONA 

 
 
 
 
 
 

CHANGE IN ECF PROCEDURES FOR FILING VARIOUS TYPES OF 
 NOTICES OF HEARING 

 
EFFECTIVE WITH FILINGS MADE ON OR AFTER JANUARY 14, 2008 

 
Effective with filings made on or after January 14, 2008, when filing any type of Notice of Hearing that 
gives notice of a hearing before the bankruptcy judge, the Notice of Hearing is to be filed using one of the 
following specific entries.  The generic Notice of Hearing entry is to be used only if the hearing being no-
ticed is not one of the specific types listed.  All Notice of Hearing filing entries are now grouped together in 
their own Notice of Hearing category under Bankruptcy Events and under Adversary Events.  The notice of 
hearing entries previously located in the Notices category have been removed from that category.   
 
When filing any type of Notice that gives notice of a hearing before the bankruptcy judge, the entries to use 
for filing the notice are located in the Notice of Hearing category.  If the hearing is in the bankruptcy case, 
click on the Notice of Hearing option under Bankruptcy Events.  If the hearing is in an adversary proceed-
ing, click on the Notice of Hearing option under Adversary Events.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Continued on page 5) 

New Notice of Hearing Entries Added to CM/ECF in BK  
And AP Categories; Use Effective 01/14/2008 



U.S. Bankruptcy Court Newsletter  Volume 8, No. 1 

Page 5 

Bankruptcy Cases 
 
The following Notice of Hearing types are located in the Bankruptcy Notice of Hearing category. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If the notice you are filing is for one of the above specific types of hearings, then use that specific entry to 
file the notice of hearing.  For example if the notice is for a hearing on a motion, use the Hearing on Mo-
tion (Notice of) entry to file the notice.  If you have filed an objection that is set for hearing, for example, 
you filed an objection to a notice of abandonment or to another type of matter that was originally noticed 
with only a bar date, then when filing the notice of hearing on your objection, use the Hearing on Objection 
(Notice of) entry to file the notice.  The generic Hearing (Notice of) entry should only be used to file a no-
tice of a hearing when the matter to be heard does not match one of the above specific types of hearings.   
 
Adversary Cases 
 
The following Notice of Hearing types are located in the Adversary Notice of Hearing category. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Use one of the specific entries if that is the type of matter being set for hearing in your notice.  If not, then 
use the generic Hearing (Notice of ) entry. 
 
If you are not sure whether to use one of the specific hearing type entries or not, please call the ECF help 
desk at 602-682-4900 for assistance. 

(Continued from page 4) 

New Notice of Hearing Entries Added to CM/ECF in BK  
And AP Categories; Use Effective 01/14/2008 
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Rules Amendments Require Personal Information 
Redaction From Documents Filed with US Courts 

O n December 1, 2007, 
the amendments to 

the Federal Rules of Appel-
late, Bankruptcy, Civil, and 
Criminal Procedure that 
implement the E-
Government Act of 2002 
became effective.  The 
amendment to Appellate 
Rule 25 and new Bank-
ruptcy Rule 9037, Civil Rule 
5.2, and Criminal Rule 49.1 
require that personal identi-
fication information be re-
dacted from documents 
filed with the court.  A 
memorandum briefly de-
scribing the new privacy 
rules, the text of the rules 
and committee notes, and 
additional information con-
tained in the excerpt reports 
of the Rules Committees 
are posted at : 
http://www.uscourts.gov/
rules/privacy2.html. 
 
The text of the memoran-
dum follows: 
 
The amendments to the 
Appellate, Bankruptcy, 
Civil, and Criminal Rules 
that implement the E-
Government Act of 2002 
will take effect on Decem-
ber 1, 2007.  The amend-
ment to Appellate Rule 25, 
and new Bankruptcy Rule 

9037, Civil Rule 5.2, and 
Criminal Rule 49.1 require 
that personal identification 
information be redacted 
from documents filed with 
the court— individuals’ 
Social Security and taxpayer 
identification numbers, 
names of minor children, 
financial account numbers, 
dates of birth, and, in crimi-
nal cases, home addresses. 
 
In May 2007, the Forms 
Working Group (comprised 
of judges and clerks of 
court) reviewed over 500 
national forms issued by the 
Administrative Office of 
the U.S. Courts for use by 
the courts and public to 
ensure that the forms did 
not contain personal identi-
fier information in compli-
ance with the new rules 
amendments.  The working 
group found six national 
forms —AO 98 
(appearance bond), 98A 
(appearance and compli-
ance bond), 99 (appearance 
bond of witness), 100 
(agreement to forfeit prop-
erty), 246 (order of proba-
tion), and 249 
(reinstatement of federal 
benefits), which contained 
personal identification in-
formation.  The forms were 

revised to modify or delete 
fields calling for disclosure 
of personal identifiers to 
conform to the new pri-
vacy rules. 
 
The six Appellate Forms, 
appended to the Federal 
Rules of Appellate Proce-
dure, and the newly re-
styled Illustrative Civil 
Forms to the Federal 
Rules of Civil Procedure, 
which take effect on De-
cember 1, 2007, were also 
reviewed for compliance 
with the new privacy rules 
and are now posted at 
http://www.uscourts.gov/
rules/newrules4.html.  The 
forms are posted in Word-
Perfect and RTF (Word 
compatible) formats.  The 
forms are offered as tem-
plates based on the official 
published forms, but are 
not identical to them.  
Language in the forms 
may require modification 
before the document can 
be filed with the court. 
Red font is used to draw 
attention to these in-
stances.  Instructions are 
enclosed in angle brackets 
and alternative phrases 
appear in square brackets. 

(Continued on page 8) 
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Chief Judge Redfield T. Baum and Judge Randolph J. Haines will join members of the 
committee in presenting the educational seminars.  Court and attorney presenters will 
include Clerk Terry Miller, Operations Manager Randy Merrill, Diane Drain, Gary 
Stickell, and Madeleine Wanslee., as well as a Chapter 7 and a Chapter 13 trustee.   

Each informational session will be followed by a panel discussion.  Presentation topics 
will include filing eligibility; BAPCPA requirements, pre– and post– filing; the length 
and cost of the bankruptcy process; bankruptcy and credit; the bankruptcy discharge; 
and resources available to those contemplating a bankruptcy filing.  

(Continued from page 1) 

USBC Bankruptcy Education Committee To Present 
Educational Programs At Fresh Start Women’s 
Foundation:  February 27, April 22 

(BJAG), of which Teel is a 
member, has developed a 
helpful web page for indi-
viduals who are thinking 
of filing a bankruptcy peti-
tion pro se. The website is  
www.uscourts.gov/
bankruptcy courts/
prose.html 
 
“We noted the growth in 
pro se filings around the 
country, particularly after 
the BAPCPA was imple-
mented,” said Chief Bank-
ruptcy Judge Judith Wiz-
mur (D. NJ), BJAG’s 
chair.  “The reason for the 
increase may be that some 
attorneys who dabbled in 
bankruptcy filings were 
driven out of the field, 
deterred by the complexi-
ties and the greater imposi-
tions the law placed on 

F iling a bankruptcy 
case pro se—without 

the assistance of an attor-
ney—is not for the faint 
of heart.  “Before the 
Bankruptcy Abuse Pre-
vention and Consumer 
Protection Act of 2005 
(BAPCPA), a pro se 
debtor could successfully 
navigate filing a Chapter 7 
bankruptcy,” said Bank-
ruptcy Judge S. Martin 
Teel, Jr. (D.D.C.). “But 
with the new Act and its 
many technical require-
ments, it’s really a mine-
field for pro se filers.” 
 
Now the Administrative 
Office’s Bankruptcy 
Judges Advisory Group 

attorneys.  The growth 
in pro se filings also has 
increased pressure on 
bankruptcy clerks and 
courts, so we thought 
we could assist with a 
web page for pro se fil-
ers.” 
 
The website’s message is 
cautionary.  “While indi-
viduals can file a bank-
ruptcy case without an 
attorney or pro se,” the 
opening text warns, “it 
is extremely difficult to 
do it successfully. . . . 
The rules are very tech-
nical, and a misstep may 
affect a debtor’s rights.  
For example, a debtor 
whose case is dismissed 
for failure to file a re-
quired document, . . . 

(Continued on page 9) 

AO’s Bankruptcy 
Judges’ Advisory 
Group Sponsors New 
U.S. Courts Web Page 

      For Pro Se Debtors 
Reprinted from The Third Branch, 
Vol. 39, Number 12 — December 
2007 
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Documents That Are Not 
Subject to the Redaction 
Requirement 
 
The E-Government Act of 
2002 required the Supreme 
Court to prescribe rules 
protecting the security and 
privacy of electronic fil-
ings.  The Act states that 
“each court shall make any 
document that is filed elec-
tronically publicly available 
online.”  The Act provides 
exceptions by stating that 
documents filed but not 
“otherwise available to the 
public, such as documents 
filed under seal, shall not 
be made available online.” 
Under Judicial Conference 
policy and consistent with 
the exceptions authorized 
in the E-Government Act, 
certain categories of docu-
ments are not  to be in-
cluded in a public case file 
and may not be made 
available to the public ei-
ther at the courthouse or 
via remote electronic ac-
cess.  The redaction re-
quirement does not apply 

 
(Continued from page 6) 

to these categories of docu-
ments.  These categories 
are: 
• unexecuted summonses or 
warrants of any kind (e.g., 
search warrants, arrest 
warrants); 
• pretrial bail or presentence 
investigation reports; 
• statements of reasons in 
the judgment of conviction; 
• juvenile records; 
• documents containing 
identifying information 
about jurors or potential 
jurors; 
• financial affidavits in seek-
ing representation under 
the Criminal Justice Act; 
• ex parte requests for au-
thorization of investigative, 
expert or other services 
pursuant to the Criminal 
Justice Act; and 
• sealed documents (e.g., 
motions for downward de-
parture for substantial 
assistance, plea agreements 
indicating cooperation). 
 
Most courts do not make 
these categories of docu-
ments part of the public 
case file.  Because these 
documents are not made 

part of the public case 
file, the redaction re-
quirement does not apply 
to them.  So long as these 
documents remain un-
available to the public, no 
redaction of personal 
identifier information in 
them is required.  If these 
documents are made part of 
the public case file, however, 
the redaction requirement 
will apply, unless the court 
orders the documents sealed. 
 
Cases That Are Not Subject 
to the Redaction Require-
ment 
  
In addition, the new Civil 
Rules becoming effective on 
December 1, 2007, do not 
apply the redaction require-
ments to certain categories 
of cases that are exempted 
from remote public access. 
These categories are immi-
gration cases and Social Se-
curity cases.  The parties 
have remote electronic ac-
cess to filings in these cases, 
but the public has access to 
the filings only at the court-
house. 
 

Rules Amendments Require Personal Information 
Redaction From Documents Filed with US Courts 
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may lose the right to file 
another case or lose pro-
tections in a later case, 
including the benefit of the 
automatic stay.” 
 
If an individual is still in-
tent on filing pro se, the 
page provides information 
on credit counseling, free 
legal services, foreclosure 
resources, and petition 
preparers.  Links direct a 
user to the local website of 
the court in which they 
may file a bankruptcy peti-
tion.  
 
The pro se website is the 
BJAG’s first round effort. 
“It will evolve and become 
more sophisticated with 
links to other organiza-
tions,” Wizmur said.  The 
site already links to the 
ABA and its attorney re-
sources, the Legal Services 
Corporation, HUD’s ap-
proved housing counseling 
agencies, the Federal Trade 
Commission’s mortgage 
facts for consumers, and 
Freddie Mac’s guide to 
avoiding foreclosures.  
 

(Continued from page 7) “We’re also exploring 
the role of the clerk’s 
office to see how we can 
help them,” Wizmur 
adds.  She notes that a 
very large pro se popula-
tion prompted the 
clerk’s office in the 
Bankruptcy Court for 
the Eastern District of 
New York to hire the 
first pro se law clerk just 
for bankruptcy.  The 
Advisory Group also 
will have suggestions for 
the physical set-up of 
the clerk’s office—in 
terms of computer ac-
cess-—that may help 
filers and court staff.  
 
“There is great variation 
in how individual courts 
handle pro se filers,” 
said Wizmur.  “Some are 
successful in reaching 
out to pro se filers, and 
some could use some 
help.” 
 
That’s why the Advisory 
Group’s next step will 
be to disseminate infor-
mation to bankruptcy 
judges on some of the 
approaches being taken 

by courts in pro se 
bankruptcy filing. 
 
“We recognized that it 
will be useful for the 
bankruptcy courts to be 
apprised of the differ-
ent approaches in pro-
viding assistance to pro 
se parties,” said Teel, 
who chairs a subcom-
mittee established by 
BJAG.  For example, his 
subcommittee is canvass-
ing various court web-
sites regarding informa-
tion made available to 
pro ses. The subcommit-
tee’s goal is a compilation 
for bankruptcy judges 
regarding useful ap-
proaches so that a court 
will not need to reinvent 
the wheel in implement-
ing steps to assist pro ses. 
 
“We are looking to assist 
the local courts,” said 
Wizmur.  “We highlight 
the possibilities and pro-
grams.  Each bankruptcy 
court will structure their 
resources their own 
way.” 

AO’s Bankruptcy Judges’ Advisory Group Sponsors 
New U.S. Courts Web Page for Pro Se Debtors 

Bankruptcy Filings Rise During 2007 
2007 bankruptcy statistical tables may be found on pp. 10-11 of this issue. 

The statistics reflect a total of 10,570 new cases filed for the year, which 
represents a 63% increase over cases filed in 2006. Each of the most 
frequently used chapters for filing bankruptcy cases rose significantly 
compared to 2006; the chapters primarily used by individual or married 
debtors, chapter 7 and chapter 13 rose 60% and 73% respectively, while 
chapter 11 cases, primarily used by business entities, rose 75%.  
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United States Bankruptcy Court 
District of Arizona 

Filing Statistics Analysis 
Calendar Year 2007 v. 2006 
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United States Bankruptcy Court 
District of Arizona 

Filing Statistics Analysis 
Calendar Year 2007 v. 2006 
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Downtown Phoenix’s Copper Square:   
Construction Closures Continue  

• Adams Street Closed 2nd-3rd Avenues 1/5/08-2/16/08 
Adams Street will be closed between 2nd and 3rd Avenues between January 5 and February 16, 
2008 for the completion of work on City Hall.  The suggested detour is using Monroe or Van Bu-
ren for east and westbound travel. 
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